Joseph Haydn and the homesickness

Every year prince Esterhazy used to spend his summer at the castle Esterhaza which is located in today’s Hungary. The musicians he employed had to spend the summer with him in Esterhaza while their families had to stay in Eisenstadt.

The musicians missed their families a lot and so it happened that the summer of 1772 seemed never-ending to them. They wanted to go home but the prince wouldn’t listen to them.

At that point the smart Joseph Haydn had a crafty idea. One night he presented his new composition. Almost everything went as usual except that the composition ended with a slow, quiet melody.

Suddenly the hornist got up, blew out his candle and left the stage. Right after that the violinist got up, he also blew out his candle and left the stage. Step by step all the other musicians followed.

Joseph Haydn was the last one on stage when he too blew out his candle and disappeared. The prince was completely astonished by what had happened and so shortly after he announced the following:”Alright. Tomorrow we will pack and go home!” 

Since then the composition with the weird ending is called “farewell symphony”.
Joseph Haydn and the crooked nose 

Joseph Haydn had a crooked nose. In addition he had annoying adenoids which often made it difficult for him to breath.

One day when he stayed in London, he had quite an unpleasant experience relating to his nose. A doctor who he was friends with offered him to remove the adenoids by surgery. Joseph Haydn appreciated his intentions but declined the offer. However, the doctor was convinced that he would have done him a great favor if he had operated him. That’s why he used a trick.

On some excuse the doctor invited Joseph Haydn to his house. Joseph Haydn had hardly sat down, when a bunch of strong men entered the room and packed him. The doctor only stood on the side waiting to begin with the surgery.

Nevertheless, Joseph Haydn managed to escape. The doctor couldn’t understand why Joseph Haydn didn’t want to be operated but Joseph Haydn only answered: “No, I don’t have time today. Maybe another time!” However, Joseph Haydn never returned to see this doctor again.

Joseph Haydn, a wonderful singing and a great celebration 

Joseph Haydn was very religious. That’s why from time to time he went on a pilgrimage. One day he headed for Maria Zell where he visited the Church of Mercy. When he got there, the church choir was rehearsing.

Joseph Haydn kindly asked if he could join them singing but the leader of the choir wouldn’t let him. Nevertheless, Joseph Haydn was also quite a crafty person. When nobody was watching, he quickly grabbed a sheet of music and began to sing. Joseph Haydn sang in such a wonderful way that the whole choir listened to him.

All members of the choir as well as their leader were so enthusiastic about Joseph Haydn’s singing that right afterwards they invited him to a great dinner. Joseph Haydn ended up staying in Maria Zell for eight days and then returned home with a lot of presents.

Joseph Haydn and the miracle
Many times Joseph Haydn was invited to London in order to give concerts. One night he performed not only as conductor but also as musician. He sat down in front of the piano which they called “pianoforte” then and began to play.

Unfortunately the people in the first couple of rows weren’t able to get sight of him. So they got up and took some steps towards the edge of the stage leaving the first rows unoccupied. 

Suddenly the huge chandelier fell down from the ceiling and crashed right where thank goodness nobody was sitting any more.

It’s true that nobody was hurt but nevertheless everybody kept shouting: “Miracle, miracle!”. That’s why the sixth symphony of London by Joseph Haydn is also called “miracle”.
Joseph Haydn, the bass drum and the flour basket
When little Joseph Haydn was only six years old, his uncle took him to Hainburg where he joined the choir. In Hainburg they were organizing a solemn procession in honor of Saint Florian to be held in May and the choir as well as the big orchestra rehearsed a lot for this important event.

But all of a sudden the guy who played the bass drum in the orchestra died. So they had a problem: the festivities of Saint Florian were only days ahead and there was nobody to play the bass drum.

Then the principal had a great idea. Little Joseph Haydn should play the bass drum. In music lessons he seemed to be very bright and he also enjoyed playing instruments a lot. In addition, he was especially good at keeping the rhythm. So the principal taught Joseph Haydn how to play the bass drum in very short time. But since Joseph Haydn was quite an ambitious young musician, he wanted to practise more in the evening.

Joseph Haydn took a bread basket from the kitchen. Then he grabbed a big white cloth from the washing room and stretched the cloth over the bread basket. In this way, clever Joseph Haydn had built his own bass drum. As soon as the bass drum was finished, Joseph Haydn started to practise. He hit his “bass drum” over and over again, so that very soon the air was filled with flour that was still left in the bread basket. Shortly afterwards, also Joseph Haydn was covered with flour making him look like a ghost.

Nevertheless, Joseph Haydn kept practising. Suddenly the door went open and his uncle appeared. When he saw this white figure hitting the bread basket, he was very frightened because he believed to see a real ghost. But very soon he realized that it wasn’t a ghost he was seeing but little Joseph Haydn who had scared him so much.

Unfortunately today we don’t know if his uncle was angry at him for a long time or not, but what we definitely know is that little Joseph Haydn never made a bass drum out of a bread basket again.
Joseph Haydn and a little night music
 Joseph Haydn also spent many years in Vienna. Especially when he was 20 years old, he enjoyed his life a lot. 
One night he had an idea and so he invited several of his colleagues to a little night concert.

As soon as all his friends had gathered in the center of Vienna, Joseph Haydn divided them into groups. Each of them had to go to a certain spot waiting for Joseph Haydn’s signal to start playing their instrument.

But Joseph Haydn hadn’t told them which song they were supposed to play. So when Joseph Haydn gave the sign, they played whatever came into their mind.

As soon as this horrible concert had begun, the first windows were opened and the angry neighbors started to yell at them and to whistle. 

Shortly afterwards, the police came. 

The policemen were also called “noise fighters” then because they had to intervene when it got too loud at night.

Most of the musicians were able to run away in time. Only the little stout guy who played the bass drum and one violinist couldn’t escape and got caught.

But they didn’t squeal on Joseph Haydn and his friends.

You can probably imagine how long Joseph Haydn and his friends laughed about this little night music.

Joseph Haydn and the cut off pigtail
In former times older as well as younger men used to wear their long hair as pigtails. Also Joseph Haydn and his classmates wore such pigtails.

Little Joseph Haydn loved to play tricks on others. Sometimes his tricks were funny, other times they weren’t. One day all the students sat at their desks and their lesson seemed like it would never end. Suddenly little Joseph Haydn had an idea.

Secretly he searched for his scissors that he hid under his desk. As soon as the teacher faced the blackboard, Joseph Haydn grabbed his scissors, leaned towards his classmate who sat in front of him and cut off his pigtail. 

One can imagine what kind of chaos followed. They boy Joseph Haydn had cut off his pigtail wept bitterly and the teacher was very angry too. At that point Joseph Haydn realized that his idea wasn’t a good one but it was already too late. Not only that Joseph Haydn got punished, the strict principal decided that Joseph Haydn wouldn’t be allowed to go to classes any more.
